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CHAPTER IV. 
ON REVELATION. 
1. 

By Revelation is understood an exterior and pub- 
lic manifestation made to man by the Supreme Be- 
ing, of a body of doctrine, which explains the natu- 
ral law, and regulates morality, which establishes 
supernatural duties, and in the same order, declares 
the means by which they may be fulfilled, in a word 
which proposes to our belief incomprehensible and 
eternal truths, such as one God in three persons ; or 
positive ones, as the Incarnation of the word, the Re- 
surrection of the dead... . . Truths to which man 


owes the homage of his mind and heart, because the | 


veracity of God, who has revealed them, is his mo-_ 
tive. 
Il. 

Revelation is possible : the most acute reason dis- 
covers in it nothing to impugn it. It is surely not 
repugnant to reason, that God should personally 
speak to chosen men: whether in making his voice | 
audible in a cloud, as when he spoke to Moses on 
Mount Sinai, or in any other manner that he judged | 
most proper. Nor is itinconsistent with reason that 
he commands his words to be communicated to the 
people, or that he demonstrates their truth by mira- 
cles which characterise his power. None, but a 
confirmed Materialist, could deny the truth of this 
doctrine. 

iT. 

Revelation is useful: its objects are solid, essen- 
tial, and interesting. It, indeed, only proposes what 
‘an enlighten our minds, reform our morals, regu- 
late our worship, draw more closely together the 


bonds of society, and insure subordination and good | 
order ; it consoles us in our troubles through life, | 


renders us moderate in prosperity, shows us the ori- 
gin of evils, and points out to us their remedy. It 
is by the light of this torch, that the uneducated 
faithful have arrived at the knowledge of those sub- 
lime truths, which were unknown to Plato and De- 
mosthenes. 

IV. 

Revelation is necessary. Natural religion it is 
true, furnishes us with certain principles ; but it of- 
fers no means of combating contradic¢tions, and of 
fulfilling our duties, it provides no remedy for the 
evils which beset us, no resource in our difficulties, 
no object for our desires, no succor in our wants. 
What assurance can it afford us that virtue will be 
rewarded and vice punished? Man, therefore, re- 
quires a different light to guide and direct his reason. 

MG 

We judge of the power of reason in regulating re- 
ligious worship and morality by the effects which it 
has produced in polished nations, who have been 
unacquainted with revelation. ‘ The most learned 
and enlightened people, says Bossuet, the Chaldeans, 
Egyptians, Pheenicians, Greeks and Romans were 
the most blindly ignorant on the subject of Religion, 
so true it is, that a proper knowledge of it is to be 
acquired by a special grace, and by a wisdom more 
than human. Who would venture to relate the ce- 
remonies of the immortal Gods and their impure 
mysteries? Their lasciviousness, their cruelties, 
their jealousies, and other excesses were the subjects 
of their festivals, of their sacrifices, of the hymns 
which were chanted, of the paintings which were 
consecrated in their temples. Thus was crime sane- 
tioned and acknowledged necessary for the worship 
of the Gods. The most grave of their philosophers 
prohibited excess in drinking, excepting on the fes- 
tivals of Bacchus and in his honor. Another, after 
having censured indecent images, excepts those of 
the Gods, which were to be honored bv these infa- 
mies. It is impossible to read without feelings of 
horror and astonishment, the honors that were paid 
to Venus, the prostitutions which were established 
inher adoration. Greece, polished and learned as she 
was, had received these abominable mysteries. In 
periods of difficulty, individuals and whole republics 
vowed courtezans to Venus, and blushed not to at- 


tribute their safety to the prayers that these offered 
to their Goddess. After the defeat of Nerxes and 
his formidable army, a tablet was placed in the tem- 
ple, on which were represented their vows and pro- 
cessions, with this inscription by the celebrated poet 
Symodinus: “ These have interceded with the God- 
dess Venus, who, through love for them has saved 
Greece. If the passion of Love was to be made an | 
object of adoration, it ought at least to have been 
chaste love, but this was not the case. Solon, (who 
can credit it, or expect to see so great a name cou- 
pled with such infamy!) Solon, I repeat it, estab- 
lished at Athens the temple of Venus, the prostitute, 
or immodest love. Throughout Greece there were 
temples consecrated to this infamous worship, whilst 
to conjugal affection none were reared. ‘They never- 
theless detested adultery in both sexes: conjugal 
fidelity was sacred among them. But when they 
gave way to their religious orgies, they appeared as 
if possessed by a spirit foreign to them, and aban- 
doned by the natural light of reason. The dignified 
character of the Romans did not treat religion mere 
seriously, for they consecrated to the honor of their 
Gods the impurities of the theatre, and the sangui- 
nagy spectacles of the gladiators, with every thing 
else that was vicious and barbarous. But I do not 


know whether the ridiculous absurdities which con- || 


stituted their religion, were not even more perni- 


cious, from the circumstance of their rendering it || 
/more contemptible. 
ivine rights the respect due to them, when listening 


Was it possible to pay to di- 


to the silly fables, the representation and remem- 
brance of which constituted so large a portion of 
their religious Worship ? The whole public service 
was but a continued profanation or rather derision 
of the name of God; and there must have been some 
power inimical to his sacred name, which, having 
undertaken to vilify it, should entice men to employ 
it in the commission of such contemptible acts, and 
use it on such unworthy subjects. It is true, that 
philosophers finally acknowledged the existence of 
another God, different from those adored by the 
people; but they dared not avow their belief. On 
the contrary, Socrates maintained it as a maxim, 


that every one should follow the religion of his coun- || 
Plato, his disciple, who saw Greece and all | 
the countries of the world following a senseless and 


try. 


vicious form of worship, was strenuous in estab- 
lishing, as a fundamental principle of his Republic, 
| that no change should be made in the religion which we 


‘| found established, and that it would be a dereliction of 


sense to think of doing so. Philosophers of such wis- 
dom and who have spoken so eloquently on the na- 
‘ture of the divinity, have not dared to oppose the 
public error, and have despaired of being able to 
eradicate it. When Socrates was accused of deny- 
ing the Gods, whom the people adored, he defended 
himself against the accusation, as if he had been 
guilty of a crime; and Plato, speaking of the God 


‘| who formed the universe, observes that it is difficult 


‘to point him out, and that it is prohibited to declare 
his existence to the people. He maintains that he 
should be spoken of enigmatically, for fear of expo- 
sing so great a truth to ridicule. Into what an 
abyss of darkness must the human mind have fallen, 
when it was incapable of entertaining a just idea of 
the true God! Athens, the most polished and en- 
lightened city of ancient Greece, considered as athe- 
ists, all who spoke on intellectual subjects; it was 
for this that she condemned her Socrates. If a few 
Philosophers dared to assert that statues were not 
(rods, as the people believed them to be, they were 
constrained to retract their opinions : and even after 
doing so, they were banished as Infidels by the sen- 
tence of the Areopagus. The whole world was in- 
fected by the same error; truth dared not show it- 
self. It was in Jerusalem only, that there was a 
temple to the true God, the creator of the world.— 
When the Gentiles sent their offerings to that city, 
they paid no more honor to the God of Israel, than 
to their own Gods. Judea, alone, knew his holy 
and stern jealousy, and that to divide religious ho- 
nors between him and the Pagan deities, would be 
their destruction.” —( Bossuet, Discourse on universal 
history, part IT, chap. 16, page 277.) Here then is 
man abandoned to the guidance of his own reason. 
He precipitates himself into the most monstrous ab- 
surdities, blending all that is most abominable, with 

'what is most sacred. The Jew alone, enlightened 


by the sun-beam of revelation, preserves himself || 


from the’general corruption. What conclusion shall 
we draw from this frightful picture? It requires 
not lengthened argument to deduce from it the ne- 


cessity of revelation; never was consequence more 
connected with its principle. 
Vi 

The necessity of revelation is sensibly felt, even 
by professed Pagans. A philosopher of this reli- 
gion, aware of the insufficiency of reason as a guide 
in morality and religion, acknowledged that man 
would never disentangle himself from his errors, if 
a benificent Being did not descend from Heaven to 
shed on his darkened mind the rays of a divine light. 
‘In the midst of our uncertainties, says Plato, we 
have only to wait patiently, until some one comes to 
teach us our duties towards the Gods of men. He, 
who will teach you these things, interests himself in 
all that concerns you. May he then immediately 
come, answers Alcibiades: I am ready to obey all 
he commands; and, I trust, he will make me a bet- 
ter man.”—Plato, Alcibiad. 2. It is therefore rea- 
son herself, which by her doubts and variations, 
makes us sensible of the necessity of revelation. 

Vil. 

The celebrated Bayle, of whose mental powers, 
unbelievers continually boast, was himself obliged to 
acknowledge the weakness and insufficiency of rea- 
son in enlightening man on his duties, and from 
this, granted the necessity of another guide. Rea- 
son, says he, is a principle of destruction and not of 
improvement: itis only calculated to make us doubt, 
and by its subtleties to render eternal our doubts ; it 
teaches man his mental darkness and impotence, 
and the necessity of another revelation, that of the 

| Scriptures. Nothing is more absurd, than to rea- 
son against facts, and the tribunal of philosophy is 
incompetent to judge the christian religion. 
GOOD FRIDAY; 
THE MURDER OF JESUS CHRIST BY THE JEWS. 
BY WM. COBBETT, M. P. FOR OLDHAM. 

«¢ Now, son of man, wilt thou judge the bloody 
city? Then say thou, Thus saith the Lord God: 
The city sheddeth blood in the midst of it: therefore 
have | made it a reproach to all the heathen, and a 
mocking to all countries. Those that be near thee, 

land those that be far from thee, shall mock thee, 
which art infamous. In thee have they dealt by op- 
presgion with the stranger, and have vexed the fa- 
therless and the widow. Behold, the princes of Is- 


OR, 


‘| rael, every one were in thee to their power to shed 
| . 


i blood. In thee have they taken gifts to shed blood ; 

| thou hast taken usury and increase, and hast greedily 
gained of thy neighbors by extortion : behold, there- 

fore, I have smitten my hand at thy dishonest gain, 

and at thy blood, which has been in the midst of thee ; 

‘and IT will scatter thee among the heathen, and dis- 

/perse thee in the countries; and thou shalt take 
thine inheritance in thyself in the sight of the nation.” 
—Ezextet, chap. xxi, ver. 2 to 15. 

Of all the days set apart by Curist1ans, to be ob- 
served with special marks of solemnity, this has ever 
been distinguished from the rest as meriting more 
than ordinary proofs of their gratitude towards God; 
this being the anniversary of that day on which the 
blasphemous inhabitants of the “bloody city” put 
the Author of Christianity to the most cruel of deaths. 
On this day, therefore we are called upon to show 
this gratitude, not so much by the putting on of 
mourning, by the desisting from worldly occupations, 
or by any other outward signs of woe, as by reflect- 
ing, and communicating to each other our reflection, 
on the transactions of the day; on their effects with 
regard to ourselves; on the obligations which those 
effects impose upon us ; and on the awful conse- 
quences of our disregarding those obligations. 

As to the transactions of the day, they consisted 
of a savage murder, committed after long premedi- 
tation ; effected by hypocrisy and bribery and per- 
jury; accompanied with scorn and mockery of the 
innocent sufferer; and proceeding from motives the 

‘hasest and blackest that ever disgraced the hearts of 
even that reprobate people whom God, by the mouths 
of the prophets, has appropriately denominated 
« filth, and dross, and scum,” and whom he has 
doomed, as in the words of my text, to be ‘ dispers- 

‘ed in the countries,” and to have no inheritance ex- 

‘cept in their own bodies, on which also he has set 


his mark of reprobation, making them “a mocking 


to all countries.” 
The life of Jesus Curist had been one of unmix- 


(ed goodness; of spotless innocence ; of bright ex- 
ample. He went about healing the sick, comfort- 
ing the afflicted, preaching patience, forgiveness of 
injuries, disinterestedness, charity, peace on earth, 
and good will amongst men: but, above all things, 



















































an abstaining from extortion, an abstaining from op- 

ression of the poor, the fatherless, and the widow. 
But, alas! this was the very thing which gave of- 
fence to a people who were living in all the filthiness 
of “usury and increase ;” and who, though them- 
selves the slaves of a Roman despot, who had abso- 
lute power over their purses, seem to have had no 
passion other than that for accumulating money ; a 
passion which has come down, unimpaired, to their 
descendants, who, while they have been “ a mock- 
ing to all countries,” have been, at the same time, a 
scourge to every country that has had the weakness 
and the wickedness to encourage any thing approach- 
ing towards fellowship with this scattered and wan- 
dering and greedy race. 

The offence of ovr Saviour was, not his proclaim- 
ing himself the King of the Jews, as was falsely al- 
leged, but his going into the Tempce, and overturn- 
ing the tables of the money-changers, saying, “ It is 
written, My house shall be a house of prayer, but 
you have made it a den of thieves.” This was his 
real offence, in the eyes of this people, whom God 
had, by the prophets, denounced, on account of their 
crafty and merciless extortions and oppressions.— 
“Thou hast taken usury and increase, and hast 

reedily gained of thy neighbors by extortion.” — 

Ezekiel, chap. xxii, v. 12.) This was his offence 
in the eyes of the Jews, who when they heard him 
(Luke, chap. vi, ver, 35) give the precept, ‘ Lend, 
hoping for nothing thereby ;” that is, for no gain on 
the loan ; when they heard him preach doctrine like 
this, they instantly began to conspire against his 
life. For what offence could they take at bis calling 
himself their king, even if he had done that? Their 
country was conquered ; they were the slaves of a 
deputy despot from Rome ; they had no notions of 
allegiance, of independence, of civil or political rights; 
they were, as the prophets had so clearly foretold 
they would be, * trampled on by the heathen,” and 
were “ the captives of the ungodly.” They were a 
mass of contented slaves of those who worshipped 
Jupiter and Mars. ‘They cared nothing about who 
was their king, who gave them laws, or to whom they 
paid tribute, so that they were but permitted to carry 
on their nefarious practices of usury and extortion ; 
and it is truly surprising how closely this character 
has adhered to them to the present day, there not 
being one single instance on record in which they 
have not, when the occasion offered, been the unwil- 
ling instruments of oppressors and tyrants, if those 
oppressors and tyrants gave free scope to their ex- 
tortions. 

Therefore, the offence committed against them by 
Jesus Curist, was his reprobating their extortions; 
for this they plotted against his life, and for this they 
finally effected his death, by means of a series of 
atrocities, the least of which would, in the words of 
the prophet, have made them everlastingly “ infa- 
mous.” They resorted to the means never made use 
of but by the basest and most cruel of tyrants : first, 
they bribed one of his followers to betray him into 
their hands; next, they got the aid of the despot and 
his soldiers ; next, having brought him before the 
judge, they brought, by means of bribes, perjured 
witnesses to swear against him ; having procured his 
condemnation, in spite of the judge’s conviction of | 














his innocence, and evidently, therefore, by bribery | 


here also, they put him to the death, at once the 
most cruel and most degrading. Having obtained 
the sanction of the base and corrupt heathen judge, 
who, while he called him “ a@ just person,” and de- 
clared that he “ found no fault in him,” and “ wash- 
ed his hands” of the murder, scourged him, and gave 
him up to be murdered ; having obtained the sanc- | 
tion of this bribed and unfeeling hypocrite, and hav- | 
ing the swords and pikes of hardened soldiers to pro- 
tect them against the interference of the just and hu- 





mane part of the people; thus sanctioned and thus | 
protected, the malignant and cowardly persecutors, || 


not content with inflicting death, accompanied the | 


and hellish cruelty could suggest. They put, in 
mockery, a crown of thorns upon his head, a royal | 
robe over his shoulders, and a reed for a sceptre on 
his hand; they buffeted him, spat upon him, jibed | 
and reviled him ; and having exhausted their inge- 
nuity in the infliction of indignities, and in cannibal- | 
like exultations over the meek, patient, unoffending, | 
and unresisting victim of their malice, they dragged | 
him without the city, and fixed him on the cross by | 


nails driven through his hands and his feet, there to |) 


ae ‘< 
suffer, amidst their still-continued mockery and scof- | 


fing, all the pains and anguish of the most cruel 
death ; and, as if all this were not sufficient, they | 
nailed up two thieves, one on his right hand one on| 
his left, in order that by implication and inference, , 
his memory might rank along with that of the most 
infamous malefactors. 

Such were the transactions of the day which we 
are now assembled to commemorate. Every human 
being must feel it to be a duty to speak of those 
transactions with abhorrence ; but I am here address- 
ing myself to Curistians ; to all those of my coun- 
trymen, who, under whatever denomination, profess 
to be of the religion of Jesus Curist. All these 
profess to believe, that their salvation will be owing 
to the merits of Jesus Christ, whom, therefore, we | 
emphatically call “our Saviour.” They believe’ 
that he suffered death in order that the 
eternal life. Derists deny this; 





THE JESUIT. 


believe in a future state of life. They shudder at the 
thought of annihilation ; they cannot endure the idea 
of becoming so many clods of earth ; and yet, if not 
in the Gosret of Curist, where do they find any 
ground for believing, that to become a senseless clod 
is not the doom of man ? 

However, I am not speaking to unbelievers, but to 
professors of CurisTIANITY, whose belief is, that no 
one can be saved on his own merits; that all must 
be saved, if saved they be, on account of the merits 
of Jesus Curist ; that the atonement for them was 
made by him ; that it is their duty to obey his pre- 


al] things, it is their duty to be grateful to him for 





the day of which this is the anniversary. 
But the obligations which are imposed on us by 


use of voice and gesture, or the putting on of parti- 
cular garbs : a mourning coat or cloak may cover a 
body containing a soul as far from being a Chris- 
tian, as those of the Jews themselves, even while they 
are in the performance of their blasphemous rites, 
and defending, by fair implication, the bloody deed, 
| for which their race has been condemned to wander 
throughout the earth. 

No: we are called upon to show our gratitude by 
our acts, to prove the sincerity of our belief, not by 
words but by deeds. “It is not he that crieth, 
“ Lord! Lord! but he that doeth my will, that is my 
disciple.” And, what is his will? Why, that we 
should not only abstain from doing evil, not only do 
no injustice, commit no act of extortion, commit no 
‘crime of any sort, but do as much good as we are 
able to do; to endeavor to make our country happy, 
|to repress injustice when in our power; to defend 
feeble innocence against powerful guilt ; to feed the 
| hungry, clothe the naked, harbor the harborless, visit 
the sick, lift up the humble and unjustly depressed, 
jand pull down, if we have the power, haughtiness 
_and insolence, and oppressive influence of every de- 
‘scription. Vain is the imagination of those who be- 
lieve, or, at least, whose conduct would seem to say 
that they believe, that they please God by their me- 
lancholy tone and air, and by being in incessant 
|misery. Man was not made to live a life of wretch- 
edness. If this were so, the infliction of tyranny, 





stripes, extortion, starvation, would be to be com- 


_mended ; and justice, mercy, and charity, would be 
subjects for reprobation. No: it is not a mournful 


cepts to the utmost of their power; and that, above | 
the sufferings which, for their sakes, he endured on | 
the transactions of this memorable and awful day, | 


are not confined to cold and formal expressions of 
. | 
gratitude, to mere outward ceremony, to the mere | 


‘ 


Von. I, 














| repeated. The whole of their conduct and fate we 
foretold by the prophets; the bribe which they gay, 
‘to. Judas; their mockery of Jesus; their hardneg 
| of heart ; their shedding of innocent blood ; and, th 
| strongest of all the proofs of the truth of our religion 
|is to be found in the clear and repeated prophecies 
‘that they should be dispersed amongst the nations 
should be wanderers over the earth, and should have 
_no inheritance, except the possession of their own by 
dies, or, as the prophet Ezexten describes it, th 
monopoly of their own “ filthiness ;” that is to say 
that they should, in no country on earth (as long 
they adhered to their plasphemy) have any imm, 
| nities, any privileges, and possessions in house, lang 
or water, any civil or political rights; that they 
_ should, everywhere be deemed aliens ; and alway, 








at the absolute disposal of the sovereign power of th 
state, as completely as any inanimate substance, 
thrown on the land by the wind or the waves. 
This was the judgment passed on them by God 
himself, and on them this judgment has been exe. 
cuted. Sometimes, indeed, careless, foolish, profi. 
gate, and above all, oppressive rulers of Christia 
nations, have from some motive connected with the 
_aptness and power of those blasphemers to aid they 
|in their oppressions; in some few instances, and 
‘from such motives, a relaxation of their doom has 
taken place ; and in one or two instances, the baseg 
| of tyrants have bestowed titles of “honor” upon them, 
/as a reward for assistance given by them in opprese 
ing and plundering their unhappy subjects ; but thes 
| are mere exceptions to the universal rule; while the 
nations of the earth, with undivided voice, and fo 
the unbroken period of eighteen hundred years, haye 
_proclaimed the truth of the holy prophets, and the 
|Just judgments of God evinced in the doom of thes 
perverse blasphemers of his name. 
| And wherever such relaxation has taken place, 
the punishment of both rulers and people has spee- 
\dily followed. The harvest has not been tardy when 
‘the seed has once been sown. Deism, atheism, all 
| restraints from religious consideration, have imme- 
‘diately followed: the “ goddess of reason” in some 
‘eases, and ‘ death’s eternal sleep” in others ; these, 
with all their accompanying enormities, and all their 
‘rivers of blood; these, or something nearly resem 
bling them, have been invariably, as they were na 
'turally, the fruit of every attempt thus to thwart the 
‘decree of God by human means. ‘To be sure, it 
| must of necessity be thus: for to do any act which 
|| puts a Jew, in point of credence and confidence and 
honor and power, upon a level with Christians, what 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





|and lazy despondency that bespeaks the Curisttan;) is it but to declare that he who proclaims Jesvs 
| but a cheerful and active and vigilant discharge of | Curist to have been an impostor is as good a man, 
jall the duties stated and enjoined in the Gospel of || and as worthy of belief, confidence, and trust, as @ 


Jesus Curisr. And the transactions of this day in 
| particular ought to revive in us, if we stand in need 
of such revival, a sense of our duty to encounter any 
-hardships, and to make any sacrifices, that justice 


jand mercy and charity may call on us to encounter | 


and to make; for, what were the hardships for us 
endured, what was the sacrifice for us made on this 
/ever-memorable day ! 

| But there is one duty, which, above all others, is 
/suggested and enjoined by the recollection of the 
‘transactions of this day; there is one obligation, a 
disregard of which would be to set at defiance, not 
only the law of God, but every moral precept and 
principle known amongst men, and must mark us 
out as lost to every feeling, not only of gratitude, but 
of common shame, and of common humanity: and 
| this great and sound obligation is, that we do nothing 
| that can by possibility be interpreted to mean, that we 
do not abhor the conduct of those who crucified Him, 
on whom we rely for salvation. It is not enough, that 


| we express, in words, our abhorrence of the murder 


,and the murderers; we must, by our deeds, when- 
‘ever the occasion offer, prove the sincerity of this 
abhorrence. The actual perpetrators of the bloody 


|deed have, to be sure, long ceased to exist ; but, if 
infliction with every addition that innate, inveterate, | 


the earth be still polluted by their descendants in 
mind and heart as as well as in their natural bodies ; 
and if these still persevere in the utterance of their 
blasphemous calumnies ; if they persevere in giving 
the lie to the prophets and evangelists, can those be 
Christians who join in fellowship with them ? 
who do not do their utmost, as far as is consistent 
with justice and humanity, to prevent these descend- 
ants of the murderers of Curist from possessing the 
means of doing mischief in the world ? 7 
This is a momentous question, dividing itself into 


| 


| two parts: first, as relating to RELIGION ; and, next, 


as relating to TEMPORAL Goop : and, let us now view 


|, the matter in these two distinct lights. 
| With regard to the first, the case stands thus :| 
| 
| 


This is a Christian nation; Christians believe, that 


from perdition ; that, without this sacrifice, they 
,could not have been saved. This is the Christian 


| belief ; and we believe, further, that he rose from the || 
‘dead; and that he now sitteth on the right hand of | 


|God. And, what say the Jews? They assert, that 
| he was an impostor; that he deserved the cruel death 
| ‘ M ‘ 

that was inflicted on him; 


have been asserting this; and, during that time, the 


) | Gospel has spread over nearly the whole earth, while | 
y might have | they have been dispersed over that earth, agreeably | 
and yet affect to'}to the words of the prophets, over and over again 


Nay, | 


that he did not rise from | 
the dead; and that our faith and hope rest on a con-| 
‘temptible fable. For eighteen hundred years they | 


'|man who adores Jesus Curist? And what is this 
| bnt to declare, that to adore Jesus Curist is of no 
iuse? And what is this but to declare, that the doc- 
| trines of Christianity are false ? 
| That Christian teachers should, above all men liv- 
| ing, have been remiss in warning rulers against re- 
||laxations of this pernicious description, 1s an in- 
/stance of abandonment of duty, and, in fact, of apos- 
'tacy, not to be thought possible, if, unhappily, the 
fact were not but too well known. For why do we 
have teachers of Christianity; why “ preach Jesus 
|Curist crucified ;” why, above all things, call men 
| reverend,” and give them money for teaching a be 
lief in Curist as the Son of God; why honor and 
|pay men for doing this; why call them your pas 
‘tors; why have them for any such purpose, if the 
-man who declares Curist to have been an_ Impos 
TER, worthy of an ignominious death ; if such a man 
be as worthy of credence and trust and magisterial 
‘and all other authority, as a man who worships 
|Curist as his Saviour? To be consistent and de 
‘cent such teachers ought, at any rate, to resign theit 
offices, and forego their gains; for, of all the im 
stances which the world has prodnced of audacious 
| profligacy, who ever witnessed one equal to that of 
declaring a Jew blasphemer to be as good as a Chris 
tian, and, at the same time, demand money for teach- 
ing the Christian faith! But the truth is that these 
are not Christian teachers: they are those wolves m 
| sheep’s clothing, foretold by Curist himself: and, a8 
was Jupas Iscariot, so are they: he betrayed his 
'|master for thirty pieces of silver; their price may 
have been somewhat higher, but their acts and their 
| motives are the same; and let us leave it to God to 
unite them in their fate. 
With regard to the TEMPORAL Goop of a nation, 
_what can be more pernicious than to give counte 
| nance and encouragement to a race, whose God 18 
gain; who live solely by money-changing: who 
never labor in making, or causing to come, anything 
| useful to man; who are usurers by profession, and 
|.extortioners by habit and almost by instinct ; who, 
to use the words of the prophet, carry on ‘ usury 
and increase, and greedily gain of their neighbors 
‘by extortion?” This propensity they appear to 
have in their very nature; it seems to be imborn 
| with them to be continually drawing to themselves 
the goods of all around them. In all the states, 
where they have been encouraged, they have first 
assisted to rob and enslave the people, and, in the 
end, to destroy the government. A neighboring na 
tion, which was, at last, plunged into all the horrors 
of anarchy, they were the agents in bringing into 
that state of misery, which finally produced the Ja- 
mentable catastrophe. They everywhere are on the 
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side of oppression, assisting tyranny in its fiscal ex- 


those popular rights and liberties, which are not more 
necessary to the happiness of the people than to the 
stability and dignity of the sovereign power; be- 


no room for a full display of their talent at accumu- 
lation: it is amongst masses of debt and misery that 
they thrive, as birds and beasts of prey get fat in 
time of pestilence. St. Grecory calls usury, even 
in private cases, “ felony and parricide ;” what must 
it be, then, when it spreads its deadly wings over the 
property of a whole nation? | 

This race appears always to have been the instru- 
ments in the hands of tyrants for plundering their 
subjects ; they were the farmers of the cruel taxes, in 
the reigns of Louis XIV. and Louis XV.; and na- 
turally, and, indeed, necessarily, the enemies of all 
Christians ; they lend a support to despotism, which 
it could not otherwise obtain; and we see, accord- 
ingly, that the wisest and bravest and most just and 
humane of the kings of England, and in the times of 
England’s greatest happiness and renown, have in- 
variably treated this race of blasphemers and usurers 
with the greatest rigor, merely permitting their ex- 
istence here during the pleasure of the sovereign.— 
In Potanp, Huneary, and divers parts of Germany, 
they have, at times, until banished (as they frequently 
have been), totally ruined a great part of the people. 
In some of the territories on the Rhine, the main 
part of the people are, in fact, their slaves. In Krn- 
Tucky, one of the states of America, a band of Jews 
had not long ago, amassed so large a part of the 
property of the state, that the people rose upon them 
in a body, and drove them out of the territory. 

A great historian has remarked, that this race al- 
ways becomes of importance in a country, that it al- 
ways becomes numerous and thriving, in proportion 


as the country is on the decline and in a state of | 


distress, just as vermin increase and thrive on the 
body of a diseased animal: and that, as to more 
modern times, “it would have been impossible to 
carry on fiscal oppressions to the extent that we have 
beheld, without the aid of these people,” who, with 
their loans, their usury, and their various contri- 
vances, assist mainly in drawing the substance from 
the people, which they share with their protector ; 
on whose side, therefore, they always are. No ques- 
tion that the murderers of CHRIST were sharers, 
in some way or other, in the tribute paid to the Ro- 
mans. ‘Then went the Pharisees, and took coun- 
sel how they might entangle him in his talk. And 
they sent unto him their disciples, with the Merodi- 
ans (Herod’s people), saying, Master, we know tliat 
thou art true, and teachest the way of Gop in truth, 
neither carest thou for any man ; for thou regardest 
not the person of men. Tell us, therefore, what 
thinkest thou? Is it lawful to give tribute to Caesar 
or not? But Jesus perceived their wichedness, and 
said, Why tempt ye me, ye hypocrites? Show me 
the tribute money. And they brought him a penny. 
And he saith unto them, Whose is this image and 
superscription ? And they say unto him, Cesar’s. 
Then said he unto them, Render unto Cesar the 
things that are Cesar’s, and unto God the things 
that are Gods.” So that these wretches, who had 
been conquered by the Romans, and who were pay- 
ing tribute to the conquerors, had the infamy to go, 
along with Heron’s people, to endeavor to obtain evi- 
dence against him, and to put him in the power of 
that very man that was exacting the tribute from 
their unhappy countrymen! How exactly like those 
spies, whom tyrants employ when they suspect that 
their power is in danger, and who, in the words of 
the Psalmist, “ lie in wait to shed innocent blood.” 
These Jews took the Herodians with them! This 
is so like the practice of the spies of tyrants: they 
had Herod’s soldiers ready to pounce upon him !— 
Beyond all doubt they were sharers in the tribute ; 
and in all human probability had betrayed their own 
countrymen into the hands of the conquerors; veri- 
fying therein the words of the prophet, that they 
should barter their freedom * for bits of silver.” 

The propensity to bribe and corrupt, so notorious 
in this people, as described and denounced by the 
prophets, and as evinced in the case of Iscariot, 
ought never to be lost sight of ! Notwithstanding the 
example made of Samuel’s sons; and notwithstand- 
ing the denunciation that “ fire shall consume the 
habitations of bribery,” we find the prophet Amos 
accusing them of horrible bribery, and foretelling 
their chastisement accordingly. “ Forasmuch, there- 
fore, as your treading is upon the poor, and ye take 
from him burdens of wheat ; ye have built houses of 
hewn stone, but ye shall not dwell in them; ye have 
planted pleasant vineyards, but ye shall not drink 
wine in them. For I know your manifold trans- 
gression and your mighty sins: they afflict the just, 
they take a bribe, and they turn aside the poor in the 
gate from their right.”—(Amos, chap. v. ver. 11.) 
Again, in the next chapter, ver. 4, ‘* Ye swallow up 
the needy, making the poor of the land to fail; ye 
make ephah small, and shekel great, falsifying the 
balances by deceit, that ye may buy the poor for 
silver and the needy for a pair of shoes.” 

Oh! how justly descriptive of their character and 
conduct! What, then, shall we, disregarding the 
united voice of the prophets, though confirmed to 
the very letter by all subsequent history and by our 
own sad experience ; shall we, disregarding all these, 


mony against all those, who, whether by acts of com- | 
| Mission or omission, would imply that this race, thus | 
| denounced by God for their outrageous wickeduess, | 


j 


p- | for their bribery, their corruption, their subornation | 
cause, as long as those rights are in force, there is || 


of perjury, their usury, their deceit, their frauds, their 
oppressions of the poor, their murders and their 
blasphemies without end; shall we pass over this 
memorable day without protesting against those who 
imply that this race, who, to crown all their other 
abominations, revile Jesus Curist as an imposter, 
are as good, as worthy of credence and trust and ho- 
‘nor, as Christians! ~ 

Do [ call upon you to destroy them or to hunt | 
‘them from the land like beasts of prey? By no 
means: the principles of Christians, the principles 
of Him against whom they utter their blasphemies, | 
| are their sure protection. 


But, to abstain from pun- 
ishment, and to give encouragement, are two things 
widely different ; by the former, we leave the blas- 
phemers to repent; by the latter, we (attempt how | 
we may to gloss the matter over) join in the blas- 
phemy. And, if we, no matter by what means, how- 

,ever distant and indirect, declare that those who call 
Curist an impostor, are as good as those who adore 
him, we ourselves partake in their crime. For, 
‘can a man take fire in his bosom, and his clothes 
not be burnt: can one go upon hot coals, and his 

feet not be burnt ?’—(Proverbs, chap. vi, ver. 27 

|} and 28). 

dy that modern “ liberality” which means an | 
abandonment of all principle and a supplying of its 
place with folly and hypocrisy duly admixed ; by 
ithe professors of this new and curious school, TP shall 
ibe asked, Whether the Jews had not * the same Ma- 
ker with us ;” this being the standing question of this 
ischool. Yes, surely, God made the Jews; and so 
ihe did the serpent and the crocodile ; yet he teaches 
other animals to shun serpents and crocodiles, God 
| made the hawk, the kite, and the screech-ow! ; vet 

\he has taught other birds to flee from them. 

made the arrow that flieth by day, and the pestilence 


or to escape from both. Oh, yes! God made the 
Jews ; and so he did Ahab, and Nero, and Caligula, 


zebel, and “good Queen Bess.” God made the 
‘cannibals and the men of Sodom and Gomorrah ; 
iand, lastly, God made Satan himself, who, though he 
‘tempted the Son of God, did not murder him. And, 





‘what does this eternal enemy of God and man do} 


now? What can he do worse, than instil into the 
‘minds of men, that Jesus Christ was an impostor, and 
‘that the Gospel is a fraudulent lie ? 
| ** Uiberality !” 


bosom the devil himself! 

Ah! let us not deceive ourselves by these hypo- 
| critical excuses! If we make a compromise with 
the blasphemer, in order to ensure to ourselves a 
share in his wealth, or in order to slacken his usu- 
rious grasp, or from any motive of expediency, either 
private or public ; if we, thus acting under the garb 
of * liberality,” make fellowship with those who call 
Curist an impostor, we may deceive ourselves, but 
we cannot deceive God, who has forbidden us to be 

“ yoked together with unbelievers ; for, what fellow- 
ship hath righteousness with unrighteousness ; and 


he that believeth with an infidel? Therefore, come 


out from among them, and be separate from them, | 


saith the Lord.” Attempt to disguise the matter in 
whatever manner we may, plaster it over with “ lib- 
erality” and * toleration” as thickly as we please, if 
we, under whatever color or name, and in any way 
however cireumlocutious, do any act, or approve of 
‘any act, expressly or tacitly, by which it shall be 
declared, though only by implication, that he who 
calls Curist an impostor is as good as he who wor- 
ships him, we fall under the awful denunciation pro- 
nounced against those, who, “ to themselves,” that 
is, as far as they are able, “crucify the Son of God 
afresh, and put him to an open shame.” Come, 
ithen, professor of Christianity! Look at Him now, 
‘as on this very day, stretched on the cross ; behold 
‘the thorns round his brow; see the blood stream 
| down from his hands and his feet ;_ witness his agony 
‘and hear his dying groan; see the heavens darken- 
ed, hear the avenging tempest roar, and see the 
temple rent in twain; and then take the Jews to 
your bosom ; and then, if you can, call yourself * a 
follower of Christ,” and expect salvation from his 
atoning blood ! 
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We are authorized to state that Bishop Fenwick, 
of Boston, has it in contemplation to purchase a tract 


of new land, of two or more thousand acres, some- || 


where (the district not yet determined) in the State 
|of Maine, in the course of this next summer, in as 
fertile a part of the country as he shall be able to 
select after diligent inquiry. His object, in conclud- 
ing upon making this purchase, is to settle a certain 
number of industrious Catholic families, in one and 


God | 


that flieth by night; yet he has taught us to endeavy- | 


and Judas Iscariot, and Henry the Eighth, and Je-| 


Come, then, | 
Away with all squeamishness ; open | 
widely thy indiscriminating arms, and hug to thy || 


what communion hath light with darkness ; and what | 
concord hath Curisr with Belial ; or what part hath 








= = 





} pass this memorable day over without bearing testi-| the same neighborhood,—and thereby to afford them 
tortions; and everywhere they are the bitter foes of | 


' the opportunity of attending to religious worship in 
their own communion, in addition to the other ad- 
vantages they will derive from their being put in 
| possession of convenient and sufficient farms in a 
healthy and fertile country. He is aware that there 
are, at the present time, a great number of industri- 
ous individuals, who would be glad to purchase, and 
_settle upon farms with their families, and who would 
prefer, a thousand times, to remove to them, even 


under some disadvantage in the beginning, to living. 


Ss 


| at great expense, and in a precarious manner in 


large cities, where they remain the half of their time 
out of employment, and with their children constant- 
ly exposed to the vices and seduction of the streets. 
He is aware, moreover, that nothing has hitherto 
deterred many decent Catholic families from thus 
establishing themselves, but the apprehension, were 
they to remove to any considerable distance, of be- 
ing perpetually deprived of the benefits of their reli- 
gion, to which they are so much and so justly at- 
tached, and of the society of friends, in a strange 
place. ‘To obviate these strong objections, and to 
offer every inducement in his power to a settlement 
of this kind, the Bishop intends, as soon as the land 
shall have been secured by purchase, to proceed 
forthwith to the erection of a Catholic church in 
some central point, and to the establishment of a 
Catholic Priest there ;—he will also make it his en- 
deavor to secure, at the outset, as large a tract of 
new country as he conveniently can by himself, and 
by his friends, in order that he may have it in his 
power to settle without delay as great a number of 
families, as the quantity of land purchased will con- 
veniently admit of. This land it is his intention to 
divide into lots of one hundred acres each, to suit 
the convenience of humble purchasers ;—and as the 
sole object of the Bishop is to encourage and to be- 
‘nefit industrious Catholic settlers, who have little or 
‘no funds in hand, and that without any, the least 
emolument whatever to himself, he further purposes 
to dispose of all or any of these lots to purchasers 
at the very same price which he himself shall have 
originally paid for them, after deducting the mere 
expense of the survey &c.—he will do more; he 
‘will allow every industrious family, that may be dis- 
| posed to settle on any portion of these lands, a rea- 
sonable term of years to pay for the same, free of all 
interest money on the original sum demanded. 
The Bishop having thus made known his inten- 
tions, and the benevolent object he has in view, de- 
sires and hopes that other Catholics, who may have 
funds in hand, and who may wish to purchase in the 
same neighborhood, either for themselves, or with a 
| view to leave a competent inheritance to their chil- 
dren, would unite their funds with his in the origi- 
nal purchase ; as, in that case, TEN or FIFTEEN thou- 
sand, or even a still greater number of acres may be 
contracted for at the outset, which will greatly pro- 


For, 


mote the interest of the settlement, in general. 


.. by this arrangement, a much greater quantity of 


‘land will be secured, and at a much more advanta- 

geous price ;—this land will also be the more spee- 
dily settled—and the benefits, arising therefrom to 
the whole, he far more considerable. It will be the 
means, moreover, of preventing land jobbing specu- 
lators, and the Proprietors of the adjacent lands, 
from taking undue advantage, at the very beginning 
of the settlement; for, who can be ignorant, that, 
as soon as it will be known, that a certain number 
of families are about to locate themselves in a parti- 
cular district, the value of all the lands, for a consi- 
derable distance around, will be immediately en- 
hanced to the great annoyance and discouragement 
of the poorer classes of settlers who may be dispos- 
ed to purchase at a future day? This should be, if 
possible, guarded against. 

We are authorized, therefore, to state, for the in- 
formation of those Catholics in general, who may be 
disposed to take part in this benevolent enterprise, 
that the Bishop will not enter into any contract de- 
finitively before next August, at which time he in- 

'tends to proceed to the State of Maine for the pur- 
pose of visiting the Catholic Churches there, when 
ihe will, at the same time, take the opportunity of 
making the necessary inquiries on this subject, and 
| of bringing the matter to a definite conclusion.— 





It is with exceeding delight we bail the arrival of 
the beautiful octavo New Edition of the Doway 
Biste among us, published by Joun Dove, of New- 
York. It is an edition highly creditable to the pub- 

lisher, and which merits him not only the thanks of 

‘the Catholic Public at large, but which, we trust, 
| will secure him also their liberal patronage in all his 
| Catholie undertakings. 

















68 
The very high price, which has hitherto been de- 


THE JESUIT. 


Vou. IV, 








——_ —______ 








l ‘A Rev. Gentleman in England, named Curtis, | former, was but a poor, miserable, ignorant and be- 


manded by the Publishers of other Catholic Bibles || has recently made some appalling disclosures in re- || nighted papist ; ‘a most cruel and vile character, a 
in this country, has, to a certain extent operated as || lation to the careless and iniquitous manner in which || king of France !’ enough. 


a preventive to the circulation among Catholics of 
the true word of God, at atime when millions of 
spurious Bibles were, and continue still to be, dis- 
tributed gratis by fanatics of every description. Mr. 
Doyle, with a generosity, which cannot be too high- 
ly commended, steps forward in this state of things, 
and undertakes, at his own personal risk, yet, with 
a firm reliance upon a generous Catholic public, to 
give an edition which shall not only not be dis- 
ereditable to the respectability of Catholics, or to 
the cause of truth, but which shall at the same time 
be within the means of every Catholic family. This 
edition we have examined, as far as our leisure 
would allow us, and we hesitate not to say, that it 
is the best edition we have yet seen published in 
America. 
paper is also good ;—the size convenient ;—the 
stamps beautiful; and the text, (though last not 
least,) perfectly correct, as far, at least, as we have 
been able to judge, from the examination we have 
hitherto given it. But what particularly recom- 
mends it, when compared with other Catholic Bibles, 
is the very moderate price at which it is sold by the 
Publisher. Itisalarge octavo volume neatly bound, 
consisting of 968 pages, with a multitude of refer- 
ences,all highly useful and convenient,(which are not 


found in some other editions,) besides notes explana- | 


tory of the difficult passages, &c. & c.—yet which is 
sold at the moderate price of only $2,50 cents per 
copy !!—Truly this is an example for other publish- 
ers—and sufficient to satisfy the Catholic public how 
they have been spunged hitherto by many individu- 


gis, who, under the pretext of serving religion and || 


benefiting the public by their Catholic publications, | 


have been, in fact, only engaged in realizing a hand- || 


some profit to themselves. Mr. John Doyle, we 
hesitate not to say, judging from this single act of 
noble liberality on bis part, will not fail to be sup- 
ported by the Catholic American public. 


him in his future publications accordingly. 


this Ocravo new edition, just published by John 
Doyle, of New York, has received the full approba- 
tion of the worthy Bishop of the Diocess in which it 
has been published, which approbation will be seen 
accompanying the edition. 
same order and regularity had been observed by all 
Publishers of Catholic works, especially of Prayer 
Books, as has been here observed. If this had been 


circulating among the Laity of the United States, so 
many mutilated and patched up editions of miserable 
books of this kind, which are the less to be trusted, 


tiplied. As they now circulate, one no longer re- 
cognizes them by their present names. Metamor- 
phosed, as many of the old standard respectable 
Catholic Prayer Books have been, of late years, by 
Booksellers, and Book speculators, with a bit taken 
from one popular Prayer Book here, and a bit from 
another popular, or half popular Prayer book there, 
and a thrust in from some other, God only knows, 
what book which may have come to hand, you would 
take them to be, Kentucky-like, half horse, half ali- 
gator, with a bit of snapping-turtle in the bargain, in 


their composition ;—and happy would you be after 


all, if in this mixture and blending together of va- 


rious matters, by different authors, you should be so || 


fortunate as to discover that which savors only of 
heresy, but nothing which is absolutely heretical in 
itself. All this comes from the Laity’s encouraging, 
by purchasing, Prayer books got up by publishers in 
the United States, solely upon speculation, and 
which have never been authorised or recommended 
by the Bishop of the Diocess, in which they have 
been last published. It is time the good Catholics 
here should open their eyes to this mode of doing 
business, and not take for gold every thing that glit- 
ters to the eye. Are they aware that, by encourag- 
ing works of this sort, they put it in the power of 
every unprincipled Atheist, Deist or Infidel to im- 
pose uponthem ? We have seen some Prayer books 
of which we have been perfectly ashamed. The 
principles laid down in them are any thing but Ca- 
tholic principles. These pass currently, notwith- 


standing among the people, who are not aware of 


the latent poison which they contain ;—they are co- 
pied by publishers into every new edition ;—they fall 
at last into the hands of Protestants, who are scan- 
dalized by them, and who often take advantage from 
them to insult our religion. We sincerely hope that 
ere long some remedy will be applied to this grow- 
ing evil. 





HORRIBLE! 

Let the Protestant Laity, who are taught by their 
Ministers to depend solely on the Bible for their 
faith, now look out. 

Gross errors in the Protestant Bible: in the Unit- 
ed Kingdom, a London paper of March 17th, a most 
alarming communication has been made to the pub- 
lic. Public attention had already been drawn to 
this subject by the evidence before the house of Com- 
mons, as well as by certain correspondence, recri- 
minative and defensive, in various journals. 


}a Catholic Church in Newport. 


|| tain writers of the present day. 
| tion and unheeded attention of these sacred man- 


Would to God, the! 


|| tion to a work 
in proportion as the editions of them have been mul- | 


'\the university editions of the Holy Bible, published 
by the King’s printer, are put forth to the world.— 
Mr. Curtis has exposed some enormous errors and 
|variations from the original text, as given in King 
|| James’s time. Siz hundred mistakes have been found 
‘in one book and eight hundred in another; many of 
\|them most important and all of them inexcusable. 


Some of the grosser ones, which would seem to 


\|/ have been concerted and intentional, have been rife 


for forty years. The true sense of holy writ, it is 
contended, has been greatly warped by these er- 
rors; and measures are in train to have them recti- 
fied in all future editions of the Scriptures published 
‘in England.’ 





NEWPORT. R. I. 
Another Lot has been just purchased, and added 
to the others, already procured, for the location of 


The type is handsome and good ;—the | 


Lot, which will render the site of the church, about 
to be erected there, this next summer, still more 
eligible and conspicuous. 

DR. BROWNLEE. 

We find nothing in the last letter of this Rev. chal- 
lenger in New-York that deserves insertion this week. 
Poor man! He has steered his ship until she is be- 

‘come a perfect wreck. Pity, be did not take with him 
a better compass, and more correct charts, when he 
| first set out upon his voyage in the stormy sea of con- 
troversy, to point out and discover to him the many 
rocks and shelves that lay in his way. His arguments 
are now nothing more than 

‘ rari nantes in gurgite vasto.’ 
Or as Fenelon beautifully expresses it : 

On voit ‘les debris d’un navire qui venoit de faire 
naufrage, des bancs de rameurs mis en pieces, des 
rames ecartees ca*tand la sur le sable, un gouvernail, 


|}un mat, des cordages flottant sur la cote.’ 
They will || 
consider him truly a Benefactor by his act of gene- || 
rous beneficence in this instance, and will encourage || 
‘| Mr. Epiror— 

We avail ourselves of this opportunity, and while | 
on this subject to acquaint the Catholic public, that 


REV. JOEL HAWES, D. D. & THE JEWS. 
[For the Jesuit.] 


‘ Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy 


| 


| 


Page 118. ‘It is thought that from representing 
| religious and moral truths by pictures of animals, the 
‘ancient Egyptians at length came to worship the ani- 
‘malsthemselves ; asthe introducingimages, or paint- 
‘ings, into churches, led the papists to worship them? 


| Can fiction be more foul, truth more distorted, or ea- 


‘lumny more barefaced than this ? And can it be that 
the Rev. Dr. H. is so consummately ignorant of the 
first principles of Catholicity that he should account 
us mere idolatrous pagans and image worshippers 2 
It cannot be: and yet, he chooses that it should be co 
published, for he has perused the work carefully! 
Mild and devoted pastor, how tenderly he appreei- 


ates the salutary instruction of his flock ! Under the 


guidance of so faithful a director, how rapid will be 


‘the progress of charity and truth in the rising gene- 


This last is a corner || 


ration ! 

Page 123. «The Roman Catholics teach many 
things which are not commanded in the Bible’ (while 
I do not observe its very first precept, might have been 
added) ‘which they pretend were spoken by our 
_Lord and holy men of old, and say that they have 
been repeated from fathers to their sons to the pre- 
'sent time. Now many of these things are quite con- 
‘trary to what is written in the Scriptures, so that it 

is evident both cannot be true, and this is the great 
reason why Roman Catholic Priests object to people 
reading the Bible.” What a pity that the Rev. Dr. 
_H. did not while be carefully perused this calumny, 
| ten thousand times refuted, *efer to some one of the 
/many things taught so contrary to the Scripture, or 
at least mention the name of the town, city or vil- 
lage, where the reading of the Bible is prohibited by 
'the Priests. Does he fancy a discerning public are 
ever to be duped by vague declamation and unfoun- 
ded assertion! But referring to the 132d page, I 
perceive either a bold refutation of what the author 
had just written, or otherwise a paradox. ‘In the 
days when Popery prevailed in England, many per- 


| sons learned the Psalms, and as many chapters as 


\netghbor, and ‘be not liars against the truth,’ are | 


| precepts little thought of and less regarded by cer- 
Nor are the viola- 


| dates, confined to unblushing libellers and drivelling 
| sycophants alone: no, melancholy as is the truth, 
,even honored A. M.’s and D. D.’s are often detected 
in this species of guilt ; and never, perhaps, do they 
| Catholicity is the theme of their pious hate. 

That I may not be deemed censorious or unchari- 
table in these remarks, I propose calling your atten- 
just issued from the press, entitled, 
The manners and customs of the Jews,” &c. It is 
|a reprint from an English copy obtained by the Rey. 
| Joel Hawes, D. D. and recommended to the Ameri- 


| 
| 66 


}ean publisher in the following terms—‘ Though 1) 


purchased the book while in England, f was not fully 
; acquainted with its merits, and intimated to vou that 
if it should be thought desirable, | would revise it 


/seem necessary to render it more useful. But ona 
i careful perusal, I find very little to alter, and though 
\from the nature of the subject, additions might be 
;made to almost any extent, the design of the book 


| should go before the public in its original form.’ 

Such are the prefatory remarks of the Rev. Joel 
|Hawes, D.D. and who for a moment would presume 
| that a work thus highly recommended, contained any 


|'err with slighter remorse of conscience, than when | 
the case, we should not now be condemned to see, | 


}and make such alterations and additions as might || 


does not require them, and J choose, therefore, that it | 


'| thing censurable or worthy of reproof? Yet, if there | 
: ; | 


| be ‘merit’ in misrepresenting the faith and doctrine 


| of Catholics, if fiction be preferable to truth, there is | 


‘indeed, in the language of the Rey. D. D. but * little 
|toalter” Allowing that * additions’ might have heen 
' made to blacken the religious character of his fellow 

men, though he may ‘ choose that the work should go 


before the public in its original form,’ I choose that. 


a’ few of its defects, (more politely, ‘ merits’) be 
| pointed out. 

| Turning to page 81, I find the following— Lam- 
/entable as the folly of worshipping idols may appear, 
| there are similar practices, not only in heathen lands, 
| but in countries called christian, and even in our own 
day. It is related of Louis 11,king of France,a most 
| cruel and vile character,that he wore a great number 
_of small images of saints round his hat,and that when 


| he was in any great trouble he used to kneel down, | 


take out one or other of the images, and pray to it.’ 


| remember that the Rev. Joel Hawes, D. D. perused 
|| it carefully and chose to have it so! Supposing, how- 
|| ever, it was related of the Reverend Mrs. Hawes, 
consort of the Rev. Dr. H. of Hartford, Con. a most 
accomplished and virtuous lady, that during the ab- 
sence of her beloved husband, she wore in a locket 
| his miniature about her neck, and that when in great 
| trouble of mind she used to kneel down take out the 
locket and pray toit! would the Rey. Dr. choose that 
|| the tale 


should go before the public ? I fancy not: 
|| whisper, in the two characters. The latter, is an ac- 
|| complished and enlightened lady, the consort of a 
liberal and pious Presbyterian ‘minister, while the 





| This scarcely deserves comment; we have only to | 


| but then, there is a difference, methinks I hear a wag | 


they could, for they knew that they would not be al- 
| lowed to possess the word of God, when the Papists 
had power to take it away.’ Did the Rev. Dr. H. 
| when he ¢ carefully perused’ this passage, comprehend 
by what power of vision the ‘many persons’ who liv- 
ed when ‘ Popery prevailed’ foresaw that they ‘would 
not be allowed to possess the word of God, when the 
Papists had power to take it away?” 

On the same page, 132, is the following; ‘My dear 
reader, if you have been taught to prize the word of 
God, and the truths it contains, pray earnestly, and 
implore the Most High that the bloody, persecuting re- 
higion of the Church of Rome may never prevail in our 
land. Read the accounts of the poor Lollards, and 
the martyrs in the days of Queen Mary. There were 
no Sunday schools in those days, no instruction for 
the young in the truths of the gospel—no prayers 
which people in general could understand, but on- 
ly prayers in Latin, and bowing down to images; and 
if parents attempted to teach their children any thing 
better they were punished. Inthe year 1519, six men 
and a woman were burned alive at Coventry,forteach- 
ing their children the Lord’s Prayer and ten com- 
mandments in English!’ Nothing to alter here Dr. ; 
do you still choose to have it so? So let it be recorded 
then; andif from no other motive,|let it be at least for 
this,thatthe public may bear testimony to the historic 
lore and courtesy of a Rey. Presbyterian divine. 

Exhausted, Mr. Editor, as must be your patience, 
from perusing even the few extracts which I have 
/made, I shall conclude with merely observing that 
such is a small portion of the volume now lying before 
me, recommended to the public by the Revy.J. Hawes, 
D. D. one of the Presbyterian ministers of Hartford, 
Connecticut. If such be the ministerial prejudice, 
malevolence and hate to every thing sacred connect- 
ed with Catholicity, how worthy of commiseration 
the simplicity of a people whose weakness and credu- 
lity can thus be imposed upon ! S. E. C. 

Hartford, Conn. April 22 
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| Interments in the Catholic burying-ground since the publi- 
| cation of the last “ Jesuit.” 
| William M’Laughlin, 14 months ; 


James Fitzpatrick, 2 years. 


Henry Smith, 3 months; 











ORSES, Carriages and Chaises’ to let by FRANCIS 
let LAFFERTY, at the Exchange Stable. 


** Arso—Stabling for Horses. 


NOTICE, 
(\\ MEETING of the Government of the Roman Catholic 
A Auxiliary Society, will be held at Mr. Thomas Murphy’s, 
‘on Wednesday evening next, at 8 o'clock, P.M. Punctual 
attendance is requested. . Per order, 
VW. 


April 27. J. M’'DONELL, Rec. See’y. 
FOUND 


Sum of money, the owner can obtain the same by Calling 
on Thomas Murphy, No. 23 Federal street, proving 
April 18. 


April 27. 
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